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Catherine Evamy, Interviewer 


Jeanette King, Narrator 


Catherine Evamy: My name is Catherine Evamy and today's date is the 2nd of December, 
2020. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, I am distance interviewing with Christ Church 
parishioner, Jeannette King. Thank you, Jeanette, for participating in this project. This 
interview is being recorded for the Christ Church archives and it will be made available to 
researchers. You will be given a transcript of the recording and will have the opportunity to 
review it and reconsider any portions of the interview at that time. Is this okay with you? 


Jeanette King: It is okay with me. Thank you. 


Catherine: Thank you, Jeanette. Let’s start off with your name, your maiden name, and a 
little bit about where you were born and your early life. 


Jeanette: Well, my name is Jeanette King. My maiden name was Jeanette Hawrelak. I was 
born in the village of Vegreville, but lived there only for 10 days, after which my mother and 
I moved back to the farm which was east of Edmonton. I lived there with my parents and 
grandparents until I was seven years old. It was a very rustic beginning where we had no 
running water and no electricity. When I tell my children this, they sort of shake their heads 
as if I was born in the Middle Ages. We then moved to Edmonton and I lived there until I'd 
finished university. Then I married Frank, and we had four children. 


Catherine: You went to school in Edmonton and to university there? 
Jeanette: Yes. 
Catherine: What did you take? 


Jeanette: I have my Bachelor of Arts degree in English and psychology. Also, I obtained my 
ARCT in piano from the University of Toronto. 


Catherine: Music is in your background? 
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Jeanette: It is, but not in my present. I stopped playing the piano, I guess about 17 or 18 
years ago. It coincided with the death of our firstborn. I just have never returned to it other 
than from enjoying and loving music. 


Catherine: Well, that's very sad to hear that, Jeanette. I didn't realize that there was that 
coincidence. Let's go back to the point where you married Frank. Did you meet at university? 


Jeanette: We did. We met on my third day of university. He was in his second year. It's as if I 
knew that it was my special life partner. We were at a dance and I was a frosh with my little 
green and gold beanie on. I looked up at the clock when I met him and it said 20 past 10 on 
September 23rd, and so I know exactly when we met. After we both graduated three years 
later, we married that following fall. 


Catherine: Well, that really was a dramatic falling in love and what a romantic experience 
and story. I hope you share this with your children and grandchildren. 


Jeanette: Oh, yes. They know and they've heard it many times. 


Catherine: When you were married, did you stay in Edmonton or Calgary or where did you 
go first? 


Jeanette: We were married and lived in Sarnia. Frank had already begun his job as a 
chemical engineer at Polymer Corporation. We lived in Sarnia for three years. During that 
time, Diane was born. Then we moved to Edmonton where we lived for seven years. During 
that time, Linda was born, David was born, and Stephen was born. Then we moved to 
Calgary in 1969 and have been here ever since. 


Catherine: Did you join Christ Church Parish at that time? 


Jeanette: Yes. Frank was brought up in Calgary. He had been in the boys' choir and was 
confirmed at Christ Church. The King family had been part of the parish of Christ Church 
since about 1946. When we moved here in 1969, it was automatic for us to be part of the 
parish. 


Catherine: There is a lovely stained glass window in remembrance of the King family. Is 
that correct? 


Jeanette: Yes, that was our millennial project and it was in memory of Frank's parents, 
Mildred and Walter King. 


Catherine: Where were Frank's parents born? 


Jeanette: His father was born in Preston, England and came to Canada at the age of two or 
three, I believe. His mother was born in Ontario. When they married, I think that they came 
to Wainwright, if I'm not mistaken, and lived there for a while. 


Catherine: Frank had been a member of Christ Church? 


Jeanette: Frank had been a member until he went to university. 
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Catherine: Was Frank in the choir? 


Jeanette: He was in the boys' choir. He has mentioned many times that he was not the one 
that sang the extra hallelujah in the Hallelujah chorus. 


[laughter] 
Catherine: When you joined Christ Church, what sort of things were you involved in? 


Jeanette: At first, I was involved in rearing four children aged 3 months to 10 years. I didn't 
join many activities at all. I was lucky to be even attending. As the children became a little bit 
older and I had a little bit more free time, I did a few things. For several years, I had helped 
with the summertime picnic that was held at Christ Church. I remember arranging one time to 
have the petting zoo here with the goats and other animals that arrived in a large truck. That 
was a rather fun thing to help set up. I didn't really start being more active at Christ Church 
until 1990 when I joined the Altar Guild, which I helped with for 27 years. 


Prior to 1990, I was involved in many community volunteer positions outside the parish. 


Catherine: I think you told me that you were very involved with different women's 
organizations and also community organizations? 


Jeanette: Yes, it started off with children's activities. One of the first things was that I helped 
bring the kindergarten to the community school that we lived near. Then after that, I taught 
English to new Canadians for a few years. Then I was a docent at the Glenbow Museum for 
five years and taught history there, explaining the various exhibits that the Glenbow had, 
particularly ones that related to the school curriculum. At that time, the schools could afford 
to rent a bus and bring their class to the Glenbow. We had the various things to show them 
which related to what they were learning at the time. 


In following years, I was a Board member of the Calgary Philharmonic for 5 years, and was 
appointed to the Board of Governors of the University of Calgary, where I served for 7 years 
in several capacities. 


Catherine: You were also very involved, with Frank, in the Winter Olympics in Calgary, 
weren’t you? 


Jeanette: The bid committee had no money, so when we hosted IOC members in Calgary, 
there wasn't the option of taking them to a restaurant. We hosted them in our home. I think 
altogether I hosted something like 31 IOC members in our home for dinner. Other members 
of the organizing committee or the bid committee certainly helped. Some would help with 
bringing a salad or bringing a dessert or whatever, but the hosting did primarily take place in 
our home in Calgary. 


It went from hosting members to being the chairman of the education committee. As Frank 
and I traveled around, bringing the news that Calgary was not Banff, but was wanting to be 
the city to hold the 1988 Olympics, it became very clear to me that in Europe, the people 
knew who their stars were, what time records they needed to beat. There was just the attitude 
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of knowledge about the Olympics that was in places where Olympics had previously been 
held. I really felt that starting with the children here, it was necessary that some knowledge 
be imparted so that they would know how magnificent this whole enterprise was. 


I said to Frank, "You know, we need to start an education program." After interviewing 
people in Sarajevo [Yugoslavia - hosts of the 1984 Winter Olympics], I went to their Minister 
of Education with an interpreter, to find out what education program they had prepared. I 
went to Los Angeles and found that they only had something for Grade 3 children and it was 
in Spanish. I spoke to people who had produced the Commonwealth Games both in Brisbane, 
Australia and in Edmonton. I had an idea of what would make a good education program 
here, so I initiated one. After several years and after hiring a curriculum writer, we produced a 
wonderful Olympic education resource kit with information suitable for all grades. 


They were for high school, junior high school and elementary, with the latter ones being the 
easiest to really implement, because there was more latitude in what the teachers could teach. 
These resource kits were distributed to schools across Canada with the help of the Canadian 
government and the Canadian Olympic Association. We tried to get the kits there prior to 
when the Olympic flame would be running through that area of Canada. At the end, we had 
requests from 37 other countries for copies of our Olympic education resource kits. We were 
very pleased with the success of it. 


Catherine: Everybody in Calgary remembers how very successful the 1988 Winter Olympics 
were. It was a remarkable event and you certainly played a very major part in that alongside 
Frank, who was the head of the whole event, wasn't he? Did you find that it had any 
connection with the parish? Was the parish ever involved in the kits or the children learning 
about the Olympics? 


Jeanette: Probably not, except if some of the parish members were school teachers. 


The information in the kits was meant to be used by teachers to accomplish the goals of the 
curricullum. As an example, if a teacher in Grade 4 or 5 was teaching a class how to write a 
precis, the topic could be Olympic. That way, the information about Olympics could be put 
into the goals of the curriculum without it having to be a separate thing that the teacher would 
have to incorporate and maybe not have time to do. That's the way it was organized. 


The curriculum writer was very good. She organized close to 200 teachers from the Calgary 
public and separate schools to help with this as volunteers. We had people with specialties in 
the various school classes and it worked very well. 


Catherine: Were you living in Elbow Park at that time? 


Jeanette: We lived in Elbow Park for 20 years and then seven years ago, we lost our home 
with the big flood of 2013 and then found ourselves in a condominium, which was an abrupt 
move. We had lost all of our furniture and half of our clothes. It was a traumatic time. 


Catherine: Was that the 2005 flood or the 2013 flood? 
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Jeanette: Well, that was the second. With the first flood, we only had about 2 feet of water in 
the basement of our bungalow, but with the second, the water came up past the height of my 
kitchen counters throughout the entire house. We lost the house. 


Catherine: You have endured such a lot as well as having great successes. There have been 
some very difficult times to deal with. Do you ever speak with your children and 
grandchildren about your resilience in overcoming these events and how it might apply to the 
younger generation now who are faced with their kind of challenges? 


Jeanette: I don't think I've specifically addressed resilience but perhaps, showing by example 
is as good a way as any. I don't know really how else to answer that question. The children 
went through the same things that Frank and I did in their own ways. Perhaps, we all find 
resilience when we need it. I would say that one's faith has a lot to do with being able to pick 
up and carry on. 


Catherine: | think you're right about example being the best teacher. Sometimes though, 
questions come up from the younger generation when you're least expecting them. How do 
you handle difficult questions from your family? 


Jeanette: I do, to a certain extent. I haven't had enough time to think of exactly how I do it. I 
guess living by example is the best thing that I can say. That can encompass showing faith, 
not only in God, but in the future. Perhaps, having faith in yourself that you can handle 
setbacks in life. The word faith can encompass more than only the faith that one develops 
through going to church and learning about God. I don't know that I can enlarge on that. 


I have one problem with being able to speak much with my grandchildren, and that is that 
only one of the nine live in Calgary. The others live in other places: three in Vancouver, one 
in Toronto, another one in New York. They're all over the place and they're all busy doing 
their things, so it's pretty difficult to have longer conversations on philosophical matters. 


They all have jobs. They range in age from 19 to 33 and they're in the stage of life where they 
have their own lives. Their time to be more in contact with the grandparent was really at a 
younger age when they actually lived here. 


Catherine: Have you anything else that you would like to say or chat about? 


Jeanette: Well, I could perhaps sum it up by saying that Christ Church is my spiritual home, 
it's very important to my well-being, and I'm very pleased to have been interviewed by you, 
Catherine. 


Catherine: Well, this is a lovely way to end, Jeanette. Goodbye for now, Jeanette. Thank you 
so much for all that you have prepared and said and been willing to talk about. 


Jeanette: Thank you for the interview, Catherine. 
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